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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – January 10, 2019 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard Sainsbury, 
Jane Johnson, Selectmen’s Representative Sylvester Karasinski, Alternate Jim McConnell and Alternate Liz 
Traynor. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  The Chair seated McConnell 
for York. 
 
Absent: Member Michael York  
 
Others Present: Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by McConnell that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no 
further discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from December 13, 2018 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of December 13, 2018. There was a second to the motion by Self. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Proposed 2019 Amendments to the Swanzey Zoning Ordinance 

• Sign Cabinet Definition 
• Termination of Unexercised Variances and Special Exceptions 

 
Public Hearing opened at 6:04 pm 
 
Discussion:  The Board reviewed a draft for a new definition for a “sign cabinet” and provisions allowing for 
the termination of unexercised variances and special exceptions.  
 
Discussion was held regarding how adding a definition for “sign cabinet” would help clarify when a sign 
permit is required for the replacement of a sign face.  
 
The Board discussed how the proposed provision regarding the termination of unexercised variances and 
special exceptions would apply to certain approvals granted by the Town in the past. This amendment is 
being proposed by the Board of Selectmen.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:10 pm 
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Motion was made by Johnson to approve the language for the Sign Cabinet Definition and the 
Termination of Unexercised Variances and Special Exceptions as presented. Second by Self, all were 
in favor. Motion passed.  

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Notice of Planning Board Member Resignation – Don Skiba 
 
Bachler notified the Board that the Town had received a notice of resignation from Mr. Skiba effective 
December 28, 2018. For elected members, a vacancy is filled by appointment of the remaining board 
members until the next regular Town election, at which time a successor will be elected to fill the 
remainder of Mr. Skiba’s term.  
 
The Board discussed having the current alternate members fill the vacancy until the upcoming Town 
election in March.  
 

Motion was made by Self to have the Board’s current alternate members fill Mr. Skiba’s vacancy 
until the Town election on March 12, 2019. Second by Johnson, all were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Page noted that Mr. Skiba also served on the Capital Improvement Program Committee and had 
contributed a significant amount of time to research on the West Swanzey Water Company.  
 

Motion was made by Sainsbury to direct Bachler to prepare a letter of appreciation from the Board 
to Mr. Skiba for his years of service to the Town. Second by McConnell, all were in favor. Motion 
passed.  

 
Next Meeting:  January 24, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by McConnell.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury with all in 
favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:13 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning and Economic Development 
 
 
 


